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The notion of 'morphome' (or preferably 'morphomic pattern') is now well-established as an 
integral, if still controversial, part of morphological theory. Initially developed and promoted 
by Mark Aronoff, the concept involves recognizing the existence, within the morphological 
structure of many languages, of idiosyncratic but recurrent distributional patterns for 
allomorphy, synchronically devoid of any functional or phonological motivation. At the same 
time (as I have tried to demonstrate in various studies on the history of the Romance verb), 
these structures have demonstrable psychological reality for speakers, in that they provide 
abstract models or templates for the creation of novel alternations. What has scarcely been 
discussed is the 'substance' of morphomic patterns. What sort of thing can undergo a 
morphomic pattern of distribution? One gets the impression from much of the available 
literature (for example on Latin, Romance, or Sanskrit) involve alternations between 'roots' or 
'stems', a fact which tends to favour an erroneous vision of morphomes as necessarily 
concrete entities, in some respects similar to the traditional concept of the 'morpheme'. This is 
a tendency which has recently been challenged by Jim Blevins, who argues that a truly 'Word 
and Paradigm' approach to morphology should conceive of morphomes as essentially 
relational, rather than concrete, entities. As relational entities, morphomes should be able to 
manifest themselves in any kind of phonological forms (and even, indeed, as absence of 
form). I shall show how the diachronic behaviour in the Italo-Romance dialects of two kinds 
of morphomic pattern (what I label the 'N-pattern' and the 'L-pattern') is best compatible with 
Blevins approach, in that the range of morphomic relationships can go from the 'microscopic' 
(phonological fragments of roots) to the 'macroscopic' (morphomic distributions of verb 
periphrases).  
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